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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY LANE TOOMEY  

 

As of this writing I feel pretty good about 
Republicans’ chances for retaking control of 
Congress in 2010.  The Democratic Socialists 
continue to ignore the majority of Americans’ 
opposition to the ongoing health insurance 
reform. 
 

Many political Independents (and more than a few registered 
Democrats) who supported Obama based on his feel-good mantra of 
Hope and Change seem to be abandoning him and his ideology.  
Hardworking Americans are waking up to the threat the Obama 
administration poses to the economic well-being and personal liberty of 
themselves and their progeny. 
 

The only thing that can snatch Republican defeat from the jaws of 
victory in November are Republicans themselves.  Let me explain. 
 

Democrats vote with emotion and passion.  Granted, it’s usually the 
same type of emotion and passion you see in an Oprah audience, but it’s 
emotion and passion nevertheless.  (Nearly 60% of Democrats in North 
Carolina voted a straight party ticket in 2008 – not much individual 
thinking evidenced in that number.)   
 

Democrats vote for people who tell them what they want to hear.  That 
means they do not have to think deeply about what they’re being told.  
That, in turn, leads many of them to not have to think much about who 
is going to care for them and their families.  “Why, the man who told me 
he is going to give me everything I need will make sure I want for 
nothing!” 
 

Republicans on the other hand usually vote only after thoughtful and 
careful deliberation of the candidates and issues.  Republicans tend to be 
the thinkers, doers and achievers in our society.  Republicans take active 
responsibility for the futures of themselves and their families.  A 
Republican’s higher degree of personal responsibility makes him more 
critical in his analyses of candidates and what is best over the long term 
for themselves and the nation.  But that criticality trait among us 
Republicans is also our Achilles’ heel. 
 

I believe I can safely posit that 95% of Republican voters agree on 95% 
of conservative issues.  The remaining 5% of Republicans are passionate 
about one or two conservative issues.  Those 5% may choose not to vote 
“on principle” for an otherwise strong Republican candidate merely 
because that candidate may not agree completely  

(continued on page 3) 



Personal responsibility is 
the root of all personal and 
professional success.  
….. Bud Bilanich 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

TELEPHONE TREE 
    The 2010 Committees 
will be finalized at the 
January Executive 
Committee Meeting. If you 
would be interested in 
serving on one or more of 
these committees, call or 
email President Lane 
Toomey and let him know. 
See the front page for the 
2010 Executive Committee 
members and contact 
information. As of the 
publishing date of this 
newsletter, the committee 
chairs are noted below. 
Additional committee 
chairs and members will be 
noted in next month’s 
newsletter. 
    We need your 
involvement to have 
another successful year, 
particularly on the Golf 
Committee. This is our 
only fund raising effort and 
is very important as this is 
a critical election year. Our 
standing committees are:  
 
Bylaws: 
Membership: 
    Terry Guttrich* 
Program: 
    David E Williams* 
Chaplain: 
Publicity: 
    Glen Bower* 
Finance: 
    Frank Zamaroni* 
Nominating: 
    Charlie Holbrook* 
Luncheon  
Administration: 
    Miles Baldwin* 
Golf: 
*Committee Chairmen 

 

Colonel: 
Bill Graning* 
Calling Captains: 
Webb Arceneaux 
Glenn Bower 
Tom Brennan 
Art Chalker 
Mike Connelly 
Dave Devore 
Terry Guttrich 
Bill Demastus 
Ed Dennison 
Louie Foye 
Neil Godfrey 
Milt Ghekas 
Bill Graning 
Louis Gregory 
Don Hiscott 
Lynn Hyre 
Charlie Jackson 
John Jarrett 
Joel Johnson 
Dave Lain 
Ken Lewis 
Mac McCullough 
Jack McVey 
Bill Major 
Joe Nelson 
Bob Norman 
Harry Porter 
Glen Roat 
Andy Rueb 
Dick Sheron 
Harris Skinner 
Lane Toomey 
Rodney Ward 
Fred Zimmerman 
Bob Zschoche 
 

 

 
235-0535 
 
673-2446 
295-3958 
695-0807  
215-0951 
692-8600 
215-9246  
215-8916 
235-0206  
295-5570 
295-9233 
949-2439 
295-5221 
235-0535 
673-1969 
295-9544 
295-3239  
215-0104 
295-8837 
215-5829  
245-3268  
215-5991 
215-8115 
295-6748  
949-3306  
695-1456  
215-9555  
215-4580 
215-0897 
295-4908 
295-7403 
295-2227 
695-8852  
295-4582 
295-6480 
949-4250 

The luncheon meeting will be held on 
Thursday, January 14th at CCNC with 
registration beginning at 11:30 am. 
Reservations should be made with your 
Calling Captain no later than Monday 
prior to the meeting.  For last minute 
changes, phone Miles Baldwin at 910-
295-1577 by 6 pm on Tuesday, January 
12th. The cost is $15.00 (Personal 
checks to be made out to MCRMC. 
Business checks prohibited. Exact cash is 
preferred!).  All registered Republicans 
are invited. 

LUNCHEON MEETINGS 

2010 MEETING SCHEDULES 

Lunch CCNC 12:00 a.m. 
January 14th  

 

The Executive Committee will meet at 
CCNC at 9:30 a.m. 

 

MEN’S CLUB MEMBERSHIP  
 

 Membership Total 396 
Categories: 

Regular, Charter, Honorary 

and Associate 
Terry Guttrich, V.P. Membership  

__________________________________________________ 

The bad news is time flies. The good news 
is you're the pilot. 

~Michael Altshuler 
____________________________________________ 

2010 Membership fee is due. Fill out the 
form below, clip and bring your $20 cash 

or personal check to the next meeting. 
Please, no business checks. 

 



January 2010 Program 
“Judging for Truth” 

By David E. Williams, Vice President-Programs 

Truth can have a variety of meanings, from the state of being the case, being in 
accord with a particular fact or reality, being in accord with the body of real 
things, events, actuality, or fidelity to an original or to a standard.   A judge must 
seek to find the truth. We will be privileged to have�in January Robert Holt 

Edmunds, Jr., Associate Justice of the NC Supreme Court 

Born April 17, 1949 in Danville, Virginia, Edmunds moved to Greensboro, North Carolina at the age of 8. He attended 
Woodberry Forest School, Williams College then graduating with honors from Vassar College. Edmunds earned his 
Juris Doctor degree from UNC at Chapel Hill in 1975. He served two years in the United States Navy. He was awarded 
an LL.M. degree (Master of Laws in the Judicial Process) from the University of Virginia School of Law in 
Charlottesville in 2004. 

He worked as a District Attorney in Guilford County, as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of NC, and 
as a U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of NC from 1986 to 1993. In 1993, Edmunds entered private practice. In 
1996, he ran for NC Attorney General but lost to Mike Easley. He was elected to the North Carolina Court of Appeals in 
1998 as a Republican. In 2000, he was elected to the North Carolina Supreme Court. He was elected as a Republican, 
though the office is now nonpartisan. Justice Edmunds won a second term to the NC Supreme Court by defeating Wake 
Forest University law professor Suzanne Reynolds in 2008. He received endorsements from 89 of North Carolina's 100 
sheriffs and four of the five living former Chief Justices of the NC Supreme Court: Jim Exum, Rhoda Billings, I. 
Beverly Lake, Jr. and Burley Mitchell.  

Justice Edmunds has written numerous legal articles, most recently "How Can You Defend Those People?" for the 
North Carolina State Bar Journal in the fall of 2003. Justice Edmunds lives in Greensboro, North Carolina with his wife 
Linda and they have two adult sons. 

 TREASURER’S REPORT-- BY JOHN ROWERDINK 

Following is my final report as your treasurer. Your new Treasurer, Frank Zamaroni, will make his first 
verbal report at our meeting on January 14th. As of the date of this newsletter, the club’s bank balance is 
$23,307.12 and all the bills have been paid.  We are building our fund balance in order to be ready to 
support Republican candidates in the 2010 elections. If you haven’t already done so, now is the time to 
pay your 2010 club dues of $20.  So far, 179 have paid, leaving 214 still unpaid.  Please see the 

membership form page left and mail your check (personal check, no business checks) to MCRMC, PO Box 2812, 
Southern Pines, NC  28388 

(President Lane Toomey continued from front page)�with the 5% voter’s key issue. Those 5% voters are myopic.  That 
kind of shortsightedness cannot exist in this election year. Republican Party unity MUST be strong in 2010.  
Republicans must march towards a single objective: the defeat liberal socialist politicians and their policies throughout 
America. This is where the MCRMC comes in.  Each of us must do our part to persuade family, friends, and colleagues 
that conservative Republican candidates will form the best course for our nation’s future.  Non-support based on one or 
two conflicting opinions is not a reason to refuse to vote for a conservative candidate.  Help spread that message.  
Republican victory in 2010 begins here and now in Moore County. 

US Senator Richard Burr is scheduled to visit our January meeting! He will make a few 
remarks early, and leave for another meeting. He will return to CCNC in the evening for a 
reception. Watch for more details in your email and on www.MCRM.org.  



 
The December meeting featured our annual Christmas program. This year we were serenaded by the Golf 
Capital Chorus who sang a mixture of traditional Christmas Carols and contemporary Christmas songs. Show 
above is the Chorus singing a longtime favorite of children and adults alike, “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.”  Past President, Vern Pike, is a long time Chorus member. Good food, good fellowship and a good 
time were had by all!  

Ronald Reagan Republican Roundup 
 

Date: February 6, 2010 
 

  Noon at Paradise Acres, Hope Mills 
 

Confirmed speakers: Pat McCrory, John Hood and Jan Simpson 
 
Cost: $25 (includes a 50/50 ticket) Casual western theme with live entertainment 
 
No registration deadline - Contact Suzanne Rucker - 910-484-7957 - drtims4@aol.com 

 
See more information at: www.cumberlandgop.com

**********************Event Announcement*********** ************ 
 

As a service to our members, we bring you the following information about an event 
sponsored by the Cumberland County GOP. 



We invite the thoughts of our members on current 
political issues. Just email newsletter editor, Paul 
Shaffer at Paul.Shaffer@mindspring.com.  
__________________________________________ 

 

From The Pilot – Letters to the Editor 
December 25, 2009 

 

No Business Sense 
 

President Obama recently proposed spending 
another $200 billion to create jobs. 

This is in addition to the $787 billion stimulus 
package, most of which hasn't yet been spent and the 
benefits of which are in serious dispute.  

Creating jobs is important. However, government 
doesn't create jobs. Government's proper role is to 
foster a business climate that supports creation of 
jobs by the private sector. This proposal is wrong-
headed.  

First, our government doesn't have the money. The 
Obama administration is racking up unprecedented 
budget deficits, and this will be added to the 
borrowing.  

The Bush administration wasn't exactly a paragon of 
fiscal rectitude either. Ultimately, the size of our 
national debt and the tax increases which will be 
required to service it are job destroyers, not job 
creators.  

Secondly, the Obama administration is the most anti-
business administration in memory.  

Their health-care proposals will add burdensome 
regulations and cost to American businesses.  

The cap-and-trade legislation working its way 
through Congress will add even more regulations and 
cost. They're imposing all sorts of new regulations on 
financial institutions in the wake of the banking 
crisis, which was caused in part by government 
actions in the first place.  

The auto industry has been all but destroyed by 
government regulations and labor unions.  

At every turn, the left-wing ideologues in this 
government, most of whom have not one day's 
business experience, implement policies that are anti-
business. How does it make sense to pursue policies 
that are vehemently anti-business on one hand and 
then, on the other hand, spend billions trying to 
create jobs?  

For all his supposed brilliance, this 
president simply doesn't get it.  

John Rowerdink  

Pinehurst  

 

 

Editor’s Notes: As we move into 2010, 
what is a newsletter without resolutions 
for the new year. So here are a few that 
I have made for myself. I submit them 
to our members with tongue firmly 

implanted in my cheek: 

1. Start buying lottery tickets at a luckier store.  
2. I will keep an extra safe distance when driving 
behind police cars. 
3. I will no longer waste my time reliving the past 
and instead I will spend it worrying about the 
future.  
4. I will give up chocolates totally; 100%; 
completely; honestly!  
5. I will read the manual... just as soon as I can 
find it.  
6. I will think of a password other than 
"password."  
7. I will watch more TV. It's very educational.  I 
will catch up on all those great educational 
programs I missed last year like “The Bachelor.” 
8. Just for today, I will not sit in my office all day 
in my PJs. Instead, I will move my computer into 
the bedroom.  
9. I will use my turn signals or at least try to 
remember to use them.  
10. I will stop emailing wife. 

 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR MEMBERS AND THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR    

Thought for the New Year: 
 
All you have got to do is plant that seed in 
your mind, care for it, work steadily 
toward your goal, and it will become a 
reality. 
                  ~Earl Nightingale 



Member Norman Zanetti wrote the following 
letter to The Pilot on Jan 4, 2010. As of the 
newsletter deadline it had not been published. 
 

   Correct me if I'm mistaken, but from my years of 
reading many history books and editorials in social 
studies classes, I was led to believe that the U S 
Senate was the graveyard for poorly drafted 
legislation emanating from Congress, or just 
legislation which did not have the best interests of all 
Americans at heart. By all accounts this health care 
bill crafted by Democrats is too long to digest, has 
1700 earmarks attached to it, and is being questioned 
by Americans as well as  in the polls as not only 
not lowering health costs but preparing us for higher 
taxes in 2010 for programs not to even go into effect 
until 2014. 
   Legislation as important as health care for the 
future of our population has to be 
fully bipartisan targeted at expanding coverage to 
those who don't have it, and minimizing costs in 
every opportunity available to do so.  
   Saddling it with pork projects and accommodations 
for a Senatorial yes vote is a national disgrace.  It is 
disgraceful to have a majority leader in the Senate 
who would even entertain a special request for a yes 
vote.  Just as disconcerting is the list of special 
requests by sitting members to Harry Reid for 
guaranteeing their yes vote at crunch time.  Sen. 
Mary Landrieu, D La asked for and got  
$300,000,000 in additional medical subsidies for her 
state.  Sen. Bill Nelson D NE $ 100,000,000, Sen. 
Chris Dodd, D Ct. got $ 100,000,000 for a new 
medical center for the Univ. of Ct.  The list goes on, 
with big bucks to Evan Bahy, D. In. , Bill Nelson D. 
Fl.,  Max Baucus D. Mt., Tom Harkin D. Ia  Daniel 
Inouye D. Hi.,  Bernie Sanders D. Vt., Bernie Sanders 
D. Co.   
   Where is the outrage from those Senators who 
either support the bill as is or those that oppose the 
bill on grounds they can't support it for whatever 
reason?   How dysfunctional has the US Senate 
become?  Are we to assume all important legislation 
from now on is going to get this kind of treatment?  
Shame on anyone in government who can't vote on 
the merits of what is fair and just for all                                
Americans. The only bipartisan agreement that has 
passed unanimously, the House and Senate voted 
themselves a $4,700 and $ 5,300 pay increase for 
2010, but denied a minor cost of living adjustment to 
seniors Social Security. 

 

From Chad Adams, MCRMC member –  
 
Christmas email message on December 
21, 2009 

Dear Republicans, 
 
Christmas is a time to give thanks and the end of a 
year is a time to reflect.  In the hearts and minds of 
Republicans it should be a time of great enthusiasm 
and optimism. There is nothing more exciting that 
optimism. It inspires and motivates, it brings people 
together, it reminds us why we engage in this great 
debate to rekindle the fires of freedom that lie within 
all of us. 
 
The political left in this state and nation has 
attempted to usurp more personal freedom than at 
any time in our history.  It has done so without 
regard to public opinion or the Constitution.  On 
healthcare, climate change and debt limits our 
Congress has turned a deaf ear to the impact on our 
already struggling economy. 
 
In our own state, outrageous regulations, $800 
million in new taxes, multi-million dollar incentive 
deals gone bad, and massive investigations into 
potential criminal wrongdoing by our former 
governor have damaged our economy and out ability 
to trust government in general and that is our call. 
 
It is imperative that Republicans remind our fellow 
North Carolinians that our party has is relevant and 
can make a difference.   The Republican Party is not 
just another party with the same problems. It needs 
to show our state that it has a vision for the future.  
 
I’m hopeful that we will see that vision moving 
forward.  The policies enacted under the past twenty 
years of democrat rule have not made us better; they 
have created a far more heavily taxed, regulated and 
unemployed state. In spite of this, out legislature 
continued to move farther to the left every day.  So 
far so that several high profile senate democrats 
aren’t even running next year. 
 
We are the party of conservative principles that are 
often forgotten.  We are the party that understands 
you cannot tax your way to prosperity.  We are the 
party that understands the destructive power of over 
regulating destroys jobs and hurts our economy.  We 
are the party that understands that personal freedom 
makes us stronger, not weaker.  And we are the party 
that can restore our great state by bringing together 
our conservative roots with the conservative elements 
of our party.  In so doing we will have a great year 
and set the stage for a fantastic decade of 
conservative leadership. 
 
Why is all this important? 



It is critical that we win in 2010.  Every election and 
decision made over the next decade will start with 
who gets elected in 2010.  Members of our NC House 
and Senate will be drawing the maps that determine 
how our districts will look. It is a must that 
Republicans gain control of at least one, if not both, 
houses of our legislature. 
 
I am hopeful that this note finds all of you 
experiencing a Merry Christmas and finding the 
optimism and determination to work and win next 
year.  I have appreciated your friendship and your 
support and I will never forget what you have meant 
to me and my family. 
 
God bless you all, and I look forward to working with 
you in the coming year. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
Chad Adams 

 
New web site launched as “Voice of 

Moore County” by 3 MCRMC Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 16, 2009 Pinehurst, NC. 
 
John Owen, Chairman of Voice of Moore County, 
Ltd. announced today that he, together with his 
partners, Jim McGillan, President and Charlie 
Holbrook, Executive Vice President, have launched a 
new, non-partisan website called the Voice of Moore 
County that can be accessed on the internet at either 
www.voiceofmoorecounty.com or www.vomc.com.  
Mr. Owen explained that, “We started the “Voice” to 
provide a web based forum for people to discuss 
issues and share ideas of interest to the general 
public. Also, we hope to encourage folks to provide 
feedback to their elected representatives on issues 
that are important to them.  This web site will 
provide the people of Moore County and North 
Carolina with a fresh perspective on a wide variety of 
subjects.  The articles and stories on the “Voice” will 
provide many different points of view, some 

entertaining and enlightening and others thought 
provoking.”  
 

Jim McGillan said that his hope is, “that many 
Moore County residents will share their talents, ideas 
and viewpoints with other viewers by submitting 
articles for publication on our web site.” He added 
that, “Some of our viewers are retired and have more 
time to share ideas and debate issues. Based upon 
their varied life experiences, they are in a position to 
discuss and inform people concerning topics of great 
interest today such as economics, health care, 
military tactics and strategies, State and National 
politics and, of course, outdoor sports, especially golf, 
hunting, fishing, hiking, and equestrian activities.  
 

Charlie Holbrook noted that “all submissions will be 
subject to review by our editorial board to ensure 
civility without suppressing freedom of expression.” 
Some of our writers will be selected by invitation.  
The goal of the “Voice”, he said, is “to make our 
website a place where people can read about subjects 
that are informative, helpful or simply entertaining.” 
He also invited people to look at the various topics 
and pull down menus to find areas where they might 
contribute their expertise in writing on a given 
subject. Viewers also can use the helpful Links 
button to research other subjects. 

NOW From Washington DC: 
 

Monday, 14 Dec 2009 - By: Ronald 
Kessler, Chief Washington 
correspondent of Newsmax.com 
 

When President Obama first began 
pushing his healthcare proposals last 
spring, he claimed they would save 

money and “bend the cost curve” of rising healthcare 
premiums. 
 

It turned out he was right — in the opposite 
direction. The Democrats’ plan would not only raise 
premiums, it would raise taxes while reducing the 
quality and availability of healthcare. 
 

The latest bad news comes from Richard S. Foster, 
chief actuary for the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, who says a Senate plan to cut 
Medicare to pay for an overhaul of the health system 
would threaten the profitability of one in five 
hospitals and nursing homes. 
 

Foster warns that because of low reimbursement 
rates, many institutions might refuse to take 
Medicare, “possibly jeopardizing access to care for 
beneficiaries.” 
 

  Jim McGillan                John Owen         Charlie Holbrook  



According to Foster, who ultimately works for 
Obama, the House version of the bill would sharply 
reduce benefits for many senior citizens while raising 
national health spending by about $289 billion over 
the next 10 years. He also casts doubt on whether the 
proposed cuts in Medicare to be used to pay for 
expanded insurance coverage would actually 
materialize. 
 

How could Democrats be so blind as to propose 
jeopardizing the quality of healthcare while 
increasing costs? The same way the Soviets ran their 
economy, blind to the benefits of the profit motive 
and free enterprise. 
 

Like the Democrats who want to provide coverage 
for all Americans, the Soviets had good intentions. 
They reasoned that if the government ran everything 
and distributed wealth equally, everyone would be 
happy. But like the Democrats, the Soviets were naive 
and shortsighted. 
 

Under their government-run economy, Soviets had 
no incentive to work hard or to produce. They got 
paid the same regardless. Because prices of goods 
bore no relation to their actual cost or their value to 
consumers, they did not serve the normal function of 
regulating supply and demand. 
 

In a free economy, if sneakers or chocolate is in short 
supply and in demand, their prices rise, spurring 
entrepreneurs to produce more. That was missing in 
the Soviet economy, where ponderous bureaucracies 
regulated supply. 
 

As a result, entering a grocery store was like walking 
into a tomb. On most days, grocers had nothing to 
sell except potatoes and onions. When available, meat 
was almost entirely fat. Chickens appeared to be a 
different species — all skin and bones. 
 

Milk was sour when it was purchased. Apples were 
tiny and shriveled. Oranges were still green. Grapes, 
if available, were rotten. To meet plan quotas, tea 
was mixed with tiny branches and leaves of other 
plants to increase its bulk.  
 

To buy apples, you had to try to wedge your way into 
a crowd to get a peek at the prices. Then you stood in 
line for a half an hour to get to the cashier to pay in 
advance. Finally, you waited in another line for 
another half hour to present the chit to a second 
clerk, who weighed the apples and gave them to you 
without a bag or wrapping. 
 

Everything was made so cheaply and maintained so 
poorly that virtually nothing worked properly. When  
I interviewed KGB defector Vitaly Yurchenko for my 
book “Escape from the CIA: How the CIA Won and 

Lost the Most Important Spy to Defect to the U.S.,” I 
stayed at the National Hotel across from Red Square 
in Moscow. 
 
Supposedly a high-quality hotel frequented by 
foreigners, it had a moldy smell. The reception desk 
had a wooden teletype machine that looked like a 
prototype of an early radio set. The guest rooms were 
out of the American West, circa 1890.  
 
The furnishings were what one would expect in an 
American prison, with two beds the size of cots that 
sank like pedestrian underpasses in the middle. They 
were covered with tattered spreads with holes in 
them. The sheets had small rust stains. The dresser 
was made of pine and so battered that it would not be 
sold at a rummage sale in the West. 
 
But that was nothing compared to the bathroom, 
where the sink was old and rusting and the toilet 
paper was coarser than the coarsest western writing 
paper. The towels were so thin and worn from 
repeated washing they could barely absorb any 
moisture. 
 
Downstairs in the dining room, there was at least one 
waiter for each table. Yet the service dragged on for 
hours because most of the time the waiters remained 
in the hallway chattering with each other. There was 
no incentive to do a good job or to cut down on extra 
workers. 
 
As for healthcare, unless you were a Communist 
Party official or paid bribes to doctors, you could 
forget about it. Nearly two-thirds of Soviet hospitals 
did not have running hot water, and 36 percent of 
hospitals located in rural areas of Russia did not have 
sewage or running water. 
 
Some 78 percent of AIDS victims in Russia 
contracted it through dirty needles or HIV-tainted 
blood in the state-run hospitals. The official infant-
mortality rate in Russia was more than 2.5 times 
higher than in the United States. 
 
If their government incursion becomes law, the 
Democrats will have a similar effect on healthcare. 
As happened with the Soviets, it will surely result in 
their eventual defeat. But in the meantime, it will 
bring higher costs, poorer care, and longer waits for 
life-saving treatment for decades to come. 
 

Give the world the best you have and the best 
will come back to you. 
                       ~Madeline Bridges 



Five notable Federal bills from 2009 
By Byron Tau – From Congress.Org 

(Edited for length) 
 

Although health care has gotten all the headlines, 
Congress has passed other notable bills last year. 
 

The biggest piece of legislation is one that nobody 
expected. The American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, the stimulus bill, was passed in the wake of the 
2008 economic meltdown. Other legislation was 
smaller scale. 
 

Below, are notable bills from the 111th Congress.  
 

Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009  
(Public Law 111-2) 
 

This law amends the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to give 
victims of pay discrimination extra time to use the 
legal system as a remedy. Before the Lilly Ledbetter 
modifications, victims of unequal pay have a 180-
period from the beginning of their wage 
discrimination to file suit. 
 

Congress clarified the act to mean that they have 180 
days to file suit from any discriminatory paycheck. 
The act fulfilled one of Obama's campaign promises, 
though he drew some criticism for not waiting five 
days to sign the bill into law — another campaign 
promise.  
 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009  
(Public Law 111-5) 
 

Commonly known as the stimulus bill, this was 
presented as an attempt to calm domestic markets 
and stabilize the fragile economy. 
 

Containing almost $800 billion in grants, loans, tax 
cuts and social welfare provisions, the bill was 
designed to flood the economy with money to loosen 
up credit markets and to provide government 
funding for construction projects in an attempt to 
create jobs. The bill drew fire from the GOP for its 
massive price tag.  Most of the funds were to be 
aimed at "shovel-ready" projects that had 
progressed beyond the early planning stages. 
 

Not a single Republican member of the House voted 
for it, although three Republicans did in the Senate. 
Democrats claimed the spending was necessary to 
control unemployment and pump money back into 
the economy. 
 
 

Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act  

 

This bill languished through several sessions of 
Congress before being attached to a defense bill this 
fall. The law amends the 1969 Hate Crimes Act by 
adding gender, sexual orientation, and disability as 
categories. 
 

It also provides more federal resources for law 
enforcement, and drops the requirement that hate 
crimes could only be prosecuted if the victim was 
engaging in a federally protected activity like voting 
or attending school. 
 

Opponents said the bill would target religious people 
preventing them from expressing their beliefs, even 
though it contained a clause upholding First 
Amendment rights. Other legal scholars worried that 
defendants could be tried — first by the state courts, 
and then by the federal government. Supporters said 
the bill was important to protecting gay, lesbian and 
transgender individuals. 
 
 

Cash for Clunkers  
(Title XIII of the Supplemental Appropriations 
Act of 2009)  
 

Cash for Clunkers was a government program to 
induce consumers to replace older, high fuel-
consuming vehicles with more energy efficient, 
modern cars. The program offered a voucher of up to 
$4,500 dollars to be used when replacing older cars 
with a new one. Initially approved in late June, the $1 
billion fund was almost depleted by midsummer. 
 

In August, Congress appropriated $2 billion more to 
keep the program running. It ended in late August, 
but was supposed to continue through November. 
 

For supporters, the popularity of the program 
showed its success. Republican detractors argued 
that the rush on funds was evidence of poor planning. 
 
 

Helping Families Save their Homes Act of 2009  
(Public Law 111-22) 
 

This piece of legislation emerged from the housing 
market collapse.  It was originally pitched as a bill 
that would let judges modify mortgages. However, 
the final bill never contained this provision. 
 

Instead Congress passed a package of mortgage rule 
changes and bankruptcy law modifications to help 
families teetering on the brink of foreclosure keep 
their homes. The judge-based mortgage modification 
provisions were stripped from the bill because of 
concerns about borrowers being able to get out of 
their contractual obligations. 



       What Do We, As Republicans Stand For?
                    
This is the third in a series of newsletter articles that 

will summarize one or more of the 
ten North Carolina GOP platform 
Articles. In this issue, we are going 
to look at Article III, Individual 
Liberty.  There are 6 numbered 
statements in this Article.   
 

In summary, we believe that “Individual Liberty” 
grows from the vision for American as described in 
the Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, US 
Constitution and the NC Constitution including its 
Declaration of Rights. We believe if freedom of 
religion with equal treatment and equal access for all 
religions in our public institutions. We oppose efforts 
to remove Almighty God from our schools, Pledge of 
Allegiance and courts. All citizens should be treated 
equal without discrimination because of sex, color, 
political affiliation or national origin.  We oppose 
“sexual orientation” as a protected class in Civil 
Rights Laws.   
 
We support the right to bear arms by law abiding 
citizens. We oppose the “no carry” zone in NC and 
further efforts to restrict the right to carry arms . 
Private property, we believe, should be taken by 
government only for a needed public use and only 
where just compensation is paid. We oppose the 
current law on annexation and support reform to 
eliminate involuntary annexation. 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Five tips from Grover Norquist 
The anti-tax advocate gives his 
advice on how to write 
Congress. 
 

By Ryan Teague Beckwith  
 

When you write Congress, you speak for hundreds of 
other people. That's the lesson from Grover 
Norquist, a longtime anti-tax advocate and founder 
of the group Americans for Tax Reform. 
 
In a recent interview with Congress.org, he said that 
businesses have a rule of thumb that each letter they 
receive represents another 200 people who had a 
similar concern. "Two hundred people thought about 
it, were mad, went home mad, said I'm going to write 
a letter, and then forgot to write the letter because 
they got busy," he said.  “Still, there's more to it than 
just sending a letter.” 
 
Here are a few other tips from Norquist: 
* Tell — don't show — your anger. Writing in all 
capital letters or using foul language just makes you 

sound unhinged. "You can say how unhappy you are 
without swearing or calling anybody stupid," he said. 
"You can say, 'I'm very angry.' You don't have to 
sound angry. You can just say it. 'I'm very angry. 
This really irritates me. This is very bad.'" 
 
* Don't be unreasonable. If the tone of your letter 
makes you sound as though you won't be happy no 
matter what politicians do, they'll ignore you. "They 
think, 'How can we please this person? They're 
crazy," Norquist said. "I have a very nice crazy file 
in my office, but I tend not to write back to those 
people." 
 
* Tell them if it's your first letter. Norquist sai d it's 
very effective to let Members know this is the first 
time you've written or that you haven't written in a 
long time. It helps them understand how strongly you 
feel about the subject of your letter, he said. He 
compared it to the joke about the boy who ends years 
of silence to complain about the broccoli at dinner. 
"Until now, everything's been fine," he said 
 
* Narrow your focus. Norquist said too many 
advocacy groups focus on a laundry list of issues. It's 
more effective to focus your energy on a single issue, 
he argued, pointing to advocates for home-schooling 
who have done well in fights again 
st teacher's unions. "That's like marijuana growers 
went up against (pharmaceutical companies) and 
beat them," he said. 
 
* Act locally. If you want to meet your Member of 
Congress in person, track them down when they're in 
town — not when they're in Washington. "I was a 
quiet critic of the idea of bringing people to D.C. for 
a rally," he said. "Why would you do that? If you 
have 1,000 people in North Dakota, have them talk to 
their guy in North Dakota." 
 
Ryan Teague Beckwith is deputy editor of 
Congress.org. 



Letter to President Obama by a WWII veteran,  

November 20, 2009 

Dear President Obama, 
 
   My name is Harold Estes, approaching 95 on 
December 13 of this year. People meeting me for 
the first time don’t believe my age because I remain 
wrinkle free and pretty much mentally alert. 
I enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1934 and served 
proudly before, during and after WW II retiring as a 
Master Chief Bos’n Mate. Now I live in a “rest 
home” located on the western end of Pearl Harbor 
allowing me to keep alive the memories of 23 years 
of service to my country. 
One of the benefits of my age, perhaps the only one, 
is to speak my mind, blunt and direct even to the 
head man. 
   So here goes. 
I am amazed, angry and determined not to see my 
country die before I do but you 
seem hell bent not to grant me 
that wish. 
I can’t figure out what country 
you are the president of. You 
fly around the world telling our 
friends and enemies despicable 
lies like: 
” We’re no longer a Christian 
nation” 
” America is arrogant” – (Your 
wife even announced to the world, “America is 
mean-spirited”                            Please tell her to try 
preaching that nonsense to 23 generations of our 
war dead buried all over the globe who died for no 
other reason than to free a whole lot of strangers 
from tyranny and hopelessness.) 
   I’d say shame on the both of you but I don’t think 
you like America nor do I see an ounce of 
gratefulness in anything you do for the obvious gifts 
this country has given you. To be without shame or 
gratefulness is a dangerous thing for a man sitting in 
the White House. 
After 9/11 you said,” America hasn’t lived up to her 
ideals.” 
   Which ones did you mean? Was it the notion of 
personal liberty that 11,000 farmers and 
shopkeepers died for to win independence from the 
British? Or maybe the ideal that no man should be a 
slave to another man that 500,000 men died for in 
the Civil War? I hope you didn’t mean the ideal 

470,000 fathers, brothers, husbands, and a lot of 
fellas I knew personally died for in WWII, because 
we felt real strongly about not letting any nation 
push us around because we stand for freedom. 
I don’t think you mean the ideal that says equality is 
better than discrimination. You know the one that a 
whole lot of white people understood when they 
helped to get you elected. 
   Take a little advice from a very old geezer, young 
man. Shape up and start acting like an American. If 
you don’t, I’ll do what I can to see you get shipped 
out of that fancy rental on Pennsylvania Avenue 
.You were elected to lead not to bow, apologize and 
kiss the hands of murderers and corrupt leaders who 
still treat their people like slaves. 
And just who do you think you are telling the 
American people not to jump to conclusions and 
condemn that Muslim major who killed 13 of his 
fellow soldiers and wounded dozens more. You 
mean you don’t want us to do what you did when 

that white cop used force to subdue 
that black college professor in 
Massachusetts who was putting up 
a fight? You don’t mind offending 
the police calling them stupid but 
you don’t want us to offend 
Muslim fanatics by calling them 
what they are, terrorists. 
   One more thing. I realize you 
never served in the military and 
never had to defend your country 
with your life but you’re the 

Commander-in-Chief now, son. Do your job. When 
your battle-hardened field General asks you for 
40,000 more troops to complete the mission, give 
them to him. But if you’re not in this fight to win, 
then get out. The life of one American soldier is not 
worth the best political strategy you’re thinking of. 
   You could be our greatest president because you 
face the greatest challenge ever presented to any 
president. You’re not going to restore American 
greatness by bringing back our bloated economy. 
That’s not our greatest threat. Losing the heart and 
soul of who we are as Americans is our big fight 
now. And I sure as hell don’t want to think my 
president is the enemy in this final battle. 
 
Sincerely, 
Harold B. Estes 
McAlpin , FL 

There is nothing more to say. 


