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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY LANE TOOMEY  

 

         The other day I heard on the radio a rather 
inarticulate liberal federal legislator rambling on 
about the need for health care reform.  As 
expected, he ultimately got around to saying that 
health care is a “right” of every American.  This 
got me to thinking (again) about what exactly 
what constitutes a “right” of an American citizen, 

or even of a human being anywhere on the planet. 
 
A person’s definition or understanding of what a “right” is depends 

on his or her station in life.  An educated, hard-working adult man’s idea of 
what his rights should be are certainly to be diametrically opposed to a not-
so-well educated (usually by choice) adult man whose experience is 
founded on a government-funded culture of welfare that does not instill 
self-confidence, self-worth, and self-improvement. 

 
One thing I have decided is that you cannot have a “right” when it 

requires that another person give up something that is theirs in order for 
you to exercise that “right.”  Our right to free speech is no-cost; I can 
exercise this right without the support of any other person.  Ditto for my 
right to be secure in my home without fear of unreasonable searches or 
seizures. 

 
This is what conservatives believe.  Not so liberals.  Liberals 

believe that they, to borrow from Neil Boortz, “have enforceable rights to 
the property and services of productive individuals.”  This is the basic 
reason that liberals are the enemies of freedom and the Constitution. 

 
We have allowed our liberal legislators to erode the personal 

liberty of every man, woman, and child in America - those living today and 
those yet to come.  This has been done through excessive taxation to pay 
for programs that redistribute wealth - your wealth - to those who are not 
willing to work as hard as you.  This process has been rote, as tax money to 
Congress is like sex to teenagers: the more they get, the more they want. 

 
But how to stop the insanity?  Maybe we need to go back to basics and 
amend the Constitution to institutionalize personal  responsibility.  We 
need a 28th Amendment.  It could read like this: 
 
 Section 1.  A citizen of the United States, sharing in the blessings 
of liberty and the opportunities that personal freedom allows,  

(see President on page 2) 
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The luncheon meeting will be held on 
Thursday, September 10th at CCNC with 
registration beginning at 11:30 A.M. 
Reservations should be made with your 
Calling Captain no later than Monday 
prior to the meeting.  For last minute 
changes, phone Glenn Bower at 910-295-
3958 by 6 pm on Tuesday, September 
8th. The cost is $15.00 (Personal checks 
to be made out to MCRMC. Business 
checks prohibited. Exact cash is 
preferred!).  All registered Republicans 
are invited. 

* Committee Chairman 
 

LUNCHEON MEETINGS 

 
 

 

2009 MEETING SCHEDULES 
Lunch CCNC 11:30 a.m. 

Sept. 10, Oct. 8, Nov. 12 & Dec 10  
 

The Executive Committee will meet at 
CCNC at 9:30 a.m. on each of the 
above dates. 

 
 

MEN’S CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 

 Regular members     351 
Associate members    34 

                                   Total 385 
 
 

Terry Guttrich, V.P. Membership  
_________________________________ 

 

NC Federation of 
Republican Men’s Clubs 

Lee Settle-President 

(President – continued from page 1)  
 

will be responsible for his or her own fortunes and the well-being of his or her 
family, and will be assured that the Government of the United States will not 
infringe upon the industry of its citizens to financially support others. 
 
 Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation and the repeal of all applicable amendments and 
legislation counter to this article within three years of its ratification. 
 
 Will this ever happen?  Given the current crop of smash-and-grab 
legislators in Washington, it stands the chance of the proverbial snowball in 
Hell.  But we can still have the right to dream about it.  After all, dreaming is a 
no-cost activity. 
 
 



September 2009 Program 

Report from our own plus one– the State of the State 
By David E. Williams, Vice President-Programs 

Harris Blake and Jamie Boles are our hearts in Raleigh!!  We will be privileged in September 
to hear from them both on their respective perspectives!! 

Senator Blake is by trade a Self Employed Commercial Developer.  His Religious Affiliation is 
Presbyterian.  He serves on the following Senator Committees: Appropriations on Health and 
Human Services; Appropriations/Base Budget; Commerce, Small Business and Entrepreneurship; 
Finance; Health Care; State & Local Government.  He was born in Jackson Springs, NC and has 
been a Moore County resident all his life.  He attended West End High School and graduated from 
Elon College.  He also, served in the Korean War. 

 Representative Boles James L. Boles, Jr. (Jamie) was born in Presbyterian 
Hospital in Charlotte, moved to Aberdeen at the age of 9, and attended Aberdeen 
Schools.  He is a graduate of Pinecrest High School, Sandhills Community College, and 
Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science.   He is President/Owner of Boles Funeral Homes and 
Crematory, Inc., Chief of Aberdeen Rescue Squad, member of Sandhills Kiwanis Club, and 
Bethesda Presbyterian Church.  This is his first term in the NC House of 
Representatives.  Both he and Senator Blake are committed family men!! 

Also, we will have the pleasure of hearing from Representative Thom 
Tillis, NC House of Representatives, and Republican Minority Whip who will help us look 
toward the future of NC politics. We look forward to hearing from Thom and our Club’s 
very own!! 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT-- BY JOHN ROWERDINK 
With the summer hiatus, our club’s receipts and expenditures have both slowed down.  
Income and costs related to our annual golf tournament have been finalized, leaving our 
club with a balance of $22,841.  We are well on our way towards replenishing our coffers 
in preparation for the 2010 elections, which we will want to support.  I look forward to 
seeing you all at our upcoming luncheon in September. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EDITOR ’S THOUGHTS – BY PAUL SHAFFER  
Health Care legislation debate at town hall meetings has consumed the print, radio and TV 
media. Much of what we hear is scripted talking points. Some statements are outright 
fabrications and some are gross exaggerations, on both sides.  What we seem to lack is 
objective, researched, quantifiable facts! What will be the real cost? What is the impact on 
Medicare? What happens to private health insurers if we have a “public” (government) 
option? What health care services will be “rationed”, if any? Will the payments be 
sufficient to assure that the hospitals and doctors can stay in business? We need 
understandable answers to these and many other questions and should stop any legislation 
until we know what we are doing! Just my thoughts. 



 PAUL D SHAFFER is the new editor of our newsletter 
 
Greetings from your “new” newsletter editor! First and foremost, I would like to 
acknowledge the great job done by Jim McGillan for the past two years. As with 
all of his predecessors, under his watch the newsletter improved and became 
more informative as well as user friendly. Jim, thank you so much for your time, 
effort and energy. 

So what should you expect from the new kid on the block? First, I believe in 
changes in small increments, so I hope the transition will be smooth and easy on 

your eyes. I do hope to get more input from our members, including an opinion section in future 
editions. I can see a day when we will get our newsletter delivered electronically, but only after 
serious consideration and member input. This is your newsletter, so help me by letting me know what 
you like, what you don’t and what else you would like to see. The best way to reach me is by email at 
Paul.Shaffer@mindspring.com or I can be called at (910) 295-3804.    

 
 
 
 
 
All registered Moore 
County Republicans are 
invited to attend this 
special event. It is 
sponsored by the Moore 
County GOP and there 
will be a good time and 
good food for all who 
attend. 
 
We need a few volunteers 
to help direct cars in the 
parking lot between 3pm 
& 5pm. Please call 
President Lane Toomey 
at 695-8852 if you can 
help. 
 
See you there! 

From Calling Colonel Bill Graning: 
After many years as a Calling Captain Jim Nichols has requested to be replaced. We 
extend Jim many thanks for all his years serving as a Calling Captain. That now 
opens up a position for another MCRMC member to serve. It only takes about 35 
minutes a month to call and follow-up with about eleven other members. If you are 
willing to do this, please call Bill Graning at 235-0535. 



(The following article is re-printed with  
permission from the Civitus Institute) 

 
North Carolina’s FY 2009-10 Budget: $1.1 Billion 

in New Taxes, Increases Year-Over-Year 
Spending by $400 Million by Brian Balfour 

August 18, 2009 
 
The FY 2009-10 North Carolina $20.71 billion state 
budget (S.L. 2009-451) includes one of the largest 
tax increases in state history while increasing actual 
spending by half a billion dollars over last year. 
Rather than seize on a golden opportunity to 
implement meaningful spending reform, state 
lawmakers instead used a massive $1.1 billion in new 
taxes to preserve the status quo. 
 
To finance the new spending plan, state budget 
writers will draw on several sources of revenue. In 
addition to the new taxes, $1.69 billion in federal 
funds will help fill the gap; along with nearly $55 
million in new fees, almost $100 million from several 
trust funds and reserves, and $210 million from 
questionable revenue “enforcement” and 
“compliance” initiatives. 
 
REVENUE SOURCES 
The FY 2009-10 budget appropriates $20.7 billion. 
The actual budget bill, however, reflects the smaller 
total of $19.01 billion. The reason for this difference 
is because $1.69 in federal funds will be used to 
supplement state spending, especially in education 
and Medicaid. 
 
Following is a list of major revenue sources used to 
finance the FY 2009-10 budget: 
 
$1.1 Billion in New Taxes 
The FY 2009-10 state budget includes a tax package 
raising the tax burden on struggling North 
Carolinians by nearly 6 percent above the existing tax 
structure.  New taxes include: 
 
1-cent Statewide Sales Tax Increase; Cost to 
Taxpayers: $803.5 million  
Rate increase will raise North Carolina’s total sales 
tax rate to 7.75% in most of the state. The new rate 
will be 8th highest in the nation (two of the seven 
higher-rate states have no income tax). The bill 
includes an expiration date of July 1, 2011 for this tax 
increase.  
Income Tax Surcharge; Cost to Taxpayers: $172.8 
million  
“Surcharge” would effectively force many taxpayers 
to pay 102 or 103 percent of their income tax 
liability. The income tax surcharge is slated to be 

temporary, scheduled to expire at the end of taxable 
year 2010.  
Surcharge would be assessed beginning on single 
filers earning above $60,000 and couples earning 
above $100,000.  
3 Percent Surcharge on Corporate Income; Cost to 
Taxpayers: $23.1 million  
Tax would force companies to pay 103 percent of 
their tax liability. The corporate income tax surcharge 
is legislated to be temporary, scheduled to expire at 
the end of taxable year 2010.  
North Carolina already imposes the highest corporate 
tax rate in the Southeast region.  
 “Sin” Taxes on Cigarettes, Alcohol and Tobacco; 
Cost to Taxpayers: $68.8 million  
 A higher percentage of middle- and lower-income 
people smoke and drink alcohol compared to the 
wealthy. Such sin taxes therefore hit hardest North 
Carolina’s poor and middle class.  
New Tax on Digital Products and Click-Throughs; 
Cost to Taxpayers: $11.8 million  
Includes the “Amazon” tax on internet retailers, as 
well as taxes on computer software downloads, 
downloaded publications, ringtones, etc.  
$1.69 Billion in Federal Funds; Thanks largely to 
the federal stimulus package, North Carolina’s state 
budget writers were “bailed out” with nearly $2 
billion in federal funds to help finance their spending 
plan. In many cases, state spending on a program is 
reduced, only to be replaced by federal funds. For 
instance, $857 million in state funding for North 
Carolina’s Medicaid system is “offset by federal 
recovery funds.” Curiously, this is recorded as a 
“cut” in the budget even though the $857 million in 
spending on the program remains intact. 
 
Major recipients of federal assistance payments 
include:  (continued on next page) 
$380 million for public education, courtesy of the 
“Education Stabilization Fund”  
$1.1 billion for HHS, including the $857 million for 
Medicaid payments, $67 million for childcare 
subsidies, and $131 million for a “weatherization” 
program for lower-income homes  
$80 million for the “Workforce Investment Act”  
$90 million total for the Drinking and Clean Water 
State Revolving Loan Funds  
$99 Million From Funds and Reserves 
Some trust funds and reserves are raided, 
including: 
$38 million from “cash balances from special funds”  
$24 million total from the Capital and Repair & 
Renovations Accounts  
$5 million each from the Tobacco and Health & 
Wellness Trust Funds  
$210 Million from Enforcement and Compliance 



State budget writers also rely on a projected $210 
million in increased revenue due to Department of 
Revenue actions. If these actions don’t yield the 
anticipated revenues, balancing the budget will be in 
jeopardy. These DOR measures are listed as 
“improved enforcement” and a “compliance 
initiative.” 
$55 Million in New Fees 
$7.55 million in new “general government fees”  
$47 million in new Justice & Public Safety fees  
$1 million in increased “health services registration 
fees”  
SPENDING 
Spending Up Year-Over-Year, “Spend and Tax” 
Cycle Continues  
The FY 2009-10 budget marks a continuation of 
North Carolina’s dysfunctional “spend and tax” 
cycle: when times are good the state spending 
commitments increase dramatically; when recession 
hits, state leaders resort to tax increases – such as the 
$1.1 billion tax hike approved this year –  to maintain 
those spending commitments. 
The FY 2009-10 budget will appropriate $20.7 
billion  (including $1.69 billion federal money to 
replace state spending “cuts”) – up nearly half a 
billion from an estimated $20.3 billion actual 
expenditures for FY 2008-092. The new budget, in 
fact, will spend slightly more than the FY 2007-08 
budget.  
Even amid the recession, a budget of $20.7 billion 
will mark a continued, rapid escalation of state 
spending:  
Spending is up 30 percent in five years, and 45 
percent in 10 years  
Digging yet another budget hole requires a long-term 
trend of out-of-control government growth. Even 
after adjusting for inflation, per person spending in 
the FY2009-10 budget will be:  
Up 12.5% over 15 years - Up 25% over 20 years -Up 
82% over 30 years  
Legislature Ignores Spending Reform 
Reasonable observers would think that the second 
major “budget crisis” in the last nine years would 
serve as a warning for legislators to break the status 
quo mentality of “spend and tax” and instead enact 
some meaningful spending reform. Regrettably, no 
such action occurred this session.  
A clause calling for “zero-based budgeting” 
included in the Senate budget bill was cut from the 
final budget. A zero-based budgeting approach would 
simply call on state agencies to rank the importance 
of their activities in order to better prioritize state 
spending.  
Three different bills calling for a form of a 
“taxpayer bill of rights”  never made it out of 
committee. Such bills would seek to smooth the 
growth of state spending, more aggressively setting 

aside surplus revenue during flush revenue times to 
save for the next revenue downturn (as well as 
returning a portion of surplus revenue to taxpayers.)  
Brian Balfour is a Budget & Tax Policy Analyst with 
the Civitas Institute (www.nccivitas.org) 
 
UPDATE: Some numbers have been updated from 
the original version of this article. The original 
version totaled FY 2009-10 total budget spending at 
$20.86 billion, including $1.86 billion. Those 
numbers should have been $20.7 billion and $1.69 
billion, respectively. The rest of the numbers affected 
by this change have also been updated. Civitas 
regrets the error. 
 
1 Total spending includes $1.69 billion in federal 
funds being used to supplant state funding in budget. 
Federal funds include ARRA funds, federal receipts 
and block grants. 
 
2 Figure comes from spreadsheet obtained from 
OSBM “Calculation of Anticipated Appropriations 
Expended” as of June 8, 2009 
 
3 Population numbers from July of beginning of each 
fiscal year. For current year, use estimate for July 
2009. Source is North Carolina Office of State 
Budget and Management, available at: 
http://www.osbm.state.nc.us/ncosbm/facts_and_figur
es/socioeconomic_data/population_estimates/demog/
countytotals_2000_2009.html  
Inflation numbers taken from GDP deflator data from 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. Deflator number 
for 2009-10 is Jan. 2009 data, the latest available. 
http://alfred.stlouisfed.org/series?seid=GDPDEF 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s thought  after reading this article:          
“God bless America 

           and please save us from ourselves!” 



 

 

Final Report on the 
2009 MCRMC Golf & 
Bridge Tournament 

Thanks to all who participated in any 
way. Thanks to the Women’s Club 
for their hard work on the bridge 

tournament. 

 
Hole sponsors:  Dick Blessing, Sherman Creson, Maureen Krueger, Susan Hicks, Howard Coble, 
Judy Martin, Don VanRoosen, Bill Eastman, Bill Smith, Lee Settle, Harris Blake, Joe Boylan, Lane 
Toomey, George Little, Larry Caddell, Nick Picerno, Arvilla Sheron, Tim Lea, Jamie Boles 
 
Those who played golf:  John Rowerdink, Vern DeGrange, Jim Hill, Dave Newton, Walt Blackwell, 
Tom Beddow, Bill Jelochen, David Woodruff, Don Hiscott, Ron Dix, Don Garratt, Bob Sarber, Hugh 
Sinclair, Glenn Bower, Glen Roat, Mike Connelly, Charlie Pegram, Harry Fekkes, Bill Seibert, Jim 
Snyder, Randy Turner, Jo Ann Turner, Charlie Holbrook, Harris Blake, Andy Rueb, Fred Zimmerman, 
James Allison, Dick Meadows, Vern Pike, Tony Petricola, Bill Stevens, Jim Wright, Dave Bergstrom, 
Walt Bennett, Bill Livolsi, David Williams, Jim McGillan, Don Van Roosen, Jack Olsen, Lee Settle, 
Rod Ward, Tom Bradley, Bill Graning, Dave Devendorf, Duane Barlow, Bob Cormier, Jack Dauner, 
Robert Shaughnessy, Larry Hodges, Paul Mathers, Joe Boylan, Jim Schrum, Jack Wood, Rob Papp, 
George Little, Neil Godfrey, Nick Picerno, James Furr, Al Ashdown, Sterling Breed, Charles Aldrich, 
Louis Clark, David Harper, Steve Frazier, Roger Bailey, Phil Bailey, Terry Guttrich, Greg Reburn, Jim 
Destiva, Bob Sweed 
  
Those who donated:  Jan Powell, Judy Martin, David E. Williams, Dewitt Petterson, John 
Rowerdink, David Lain, Jim Nichols,  Paul Shaffer, Eugene Kefauver, Bill Thurman, Bob Levy 
 
Those who sponsored a military player:  Lane Toomey, Dean Paquette, Charles Hammond, Bob 
Norman, Jim Crabbe, Bill Jelochen, Walt Blackwell, Tom Beddow, Bill Major, R. B. Kiehl, Monroe 
Diefendorf, Sherman Creson, Dick Myers, Jack Finnerty, Norm Zanetti, Charlie Holbrook, Harry 
Fekkes, Jim Leach, Bill Parke, Vern Pike, Bill Stevens, Howard Coble, Jm McGillan, Louis Foye, Don 
VanRoosen, Dewitt Petterson, Charlie Pegram, Bill Graning, Ed Aschliman, John C. Owen, James D. 
Everett, Ted & Bev Shebs, Tom Brennan, Ralph Newman, Larry Caddell, Jack Wiese, Lynn Hyre, Judy 
Martin, Bob Tweed, Loran Crowell, Art Boniface 
 
Those who played bridge : Ann Snyder, Rosemary Fekkes, Ellie Ray, Joan Walter, Emily 
Hauslohner, Barbara Beatty, Suzanne Bower, Edith Ashdown, Delima Pegram, Nancy Seibert, Nancy 
Fiorillo, Ray Fiorillo, Barbara Toomey, Dale Swift, Jean Sutley, Bob Sutley, Lynn Connolly, Glen 
Eyler, Charlie Young, Ina Young, Marilyn Elliott, Judy Mills, Sue Lloyd, Carmen Lloyd, Rich Venditti, 
David Cook, Marsha Contrucci, Betty Ann Beck, Ailene Wilson, Ruth Dungan, Patt Boatman, Joan 
Thurman 
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Pinehurst South Realty 
 

Harris D. Blake 
P.O. Box 4266 - 17 Parker Lane 

Pinehurst, NC 28374 
 

Office:  (910) 295-3613 
 

Res: (910) 295-6434    Fax: (910) 295-8955 
 

                                                         Paid for by Harris Blake 
 


